MAY 1711                 "Journal to Stella

r

la

ou are going to Wexford,1? and I fear this letter is too
.ate; it shall go on Thursday, and sooner it cannot, I have
so much business to hinder me answering yours. Where
must I direct in your absence ? Do you quit your lodgings ?
21.  Going to town this morning, I met in the Pall-mall
a clergyman of Ireland, whom I love very well and was
glad to see, and with him a little jackanapes of Ireland
too, who married Nanny Swift, uncle Adam's18 daughter,
one Perry; perhaps you may have heard of him. His wife
has sent him here to get a place from Lownds ^ because
my uncle and Lownds married two sisters, and Lownds is
a great man here in the treasury; but by good luck I have
no acquaintance with him: however, he expected I should
be his friend to Lownds, and one word of mine, &c. the
old cant. But I will not go two yards to help him. I dined
with Mrs. Vanhomrigh, where I keep my best gown and
periwig to put on when I come to town and be a spark.
22.  I dined to-day in the city, and coming home this
evening, I met Sir Thomas Mansel and Mr. Lewis in the
Park. Lewis whispered me, that Mr. Harley's patent for
earl of Oxford was passed in Mr. secretary St. John's
office; so to-morrow or next day I suppose he will be
J? Entries for this period are missing in Swift's account books; and there
is no record of a visit by Stella to Wexford at this time.
18 Adam Swift, seventh son of the Rev. Thomas Swift of Goodrich,
was baptized 21 Mar 1641. In 1671 he was admitted a solicitor in Ire-
land ; and in 1703 was elected M.P. for the borough of Newry. He lived
in Dublin and at Greencastle, co. Down. His death took place on 8 Apr.
1704. He married (i) Ann Cotterill, (2) Martha Hopper. By his first
wife he had a son, William, and a daughter, Anne; and by his second a
daughter, Martha. Anne married James Perry, of Perrymount, co. Down.
The other daughter, Martha, became the Mrs. Whiteway who tended
Swift in his latter years.
w William Lowndes, 1652-1724, successively M.P. for Seaford, St.
Mawes, and East Looe, was Secretary to the Treasury from 1695 till his
death. He is credited with having invented the enduring phrase, 'Ways
and means'. He married in 1683, as his second wife, a sister of Martha
Hopper. Gay addressed some verses to Lowndes (Poetical Works, ed.
r, p. 174),
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